
1649] RELA TION OF 1648-49 187

Fathers,—the Captains themselves being the fire-
brands which kindled the sedition, [79] exciting
against us the populace, who loaded us with insults,
and threatened to burn us. At evening, when the
Father was thanking God for all that had happened,-—
feeling, nevertheless, some distress in his heart,
proceeding from the fear lest those wretches should
impede the progress of the Faith,— Our Lady ap-
peared to him, having her heart pierced with three
swords; and at the same time he was aware of an
inward voice, which told him that the most blessed
Virgin had always been perfectly submissive to the
will of God, although often her heart had been deep
in affliction: and that he must take her in his adver-
sity for an example of what God wished from him.

The oil of this mildness did not extinguish the
ardor of his zeal, but rather inflamed it, and was
one of the most powerful means which God had
given him for winning hearts to the Faith. He
acknowledges this himself in these terms, in some
remarks that he wrote in the year 1638, while making
a review of the state of his soul. " God," he says,
" through his goodness has given me a gentleness,
benignity, and charity with respect to every one;
[80] an indifference to whatsoever may happen; a
patience for "suffering adversities; and the same good-
ness has willed that, through these talents which he
has given me, I shall advance to perfection, and shall
lead others to eternal life. And consequently," he
adds, '' I will henceforth make my examination
thorough, to see whether I indeed make a good use
of those talents, for which I am responsible."

Here is a truly remarkable thing, which happened
to him in the year 1640, during the time of his retreat


